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Course Labelling Guide

W H Y  C O U R S E  L A B E L S  N E E D  T O  I M P R O V E

Beginner, intermediate and advanced
don’t describe capability.

Every provider uses those words differently, and every learner reads them

differently again. A course marked “intermediate” by one provider can sit well

below another provider’s “beginner”. Learners end up guessing whether a

course is right for them, and providers end up guessing what to call their own

course.

The Universal AI Level (UAIL) replaces that guesswork with one practical scale, Level 0 to

Level 10, built around what a learner can actually do, rather than which tools a course

happens to use.

This guide shows how to apply UAIL to your own courses: how to set an honest entry level,

how to describe the outcome, and how to label real examples. The full framework lives at

inkie.ink/universal-ai-level.

Your UAIL is the highest level at which

you can work independently and

repeatedly.
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S E T T I N G  T H E  E N T R Y  L E V E L

Label the skill required to start, not the tools
used inside the course.

The entry level is the highest UAIL a learner must already demonstrate,

independently, before your course begins. A course is not Level 3 just because it

uses a tool associated with Level 3; it is Level 3 only if learners need Level 3

skills to get through the door.

A S K  B E F O R E  Y O U  S E T  A N  E N T R Y  L E V E L

What must learners already be able to do, unaided, before day one?

Can they complete those tasks without step-by-step support?

Does the course assume any coding knowledge?

Which lower UAIL levels does the course quietly depend on?

A course that teaches learners to prompt an AI content generator is not

automatically Level 2. It is Level 2 only if learners must already create

and review an AI output independently just to begin.
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D E S C R I B I N G  T H E  O U T C O M E

Outcome level is what a learner can reliably

do once teaching and assessment are

finished.

It is not a summary of what the course covers. It is the highest level a successful

learner can repeat unaided afterwards, backed by teaching and assessment

that actually gets them there.

C O D I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T

Don’t promise a UAIL you haven’t earned. Only claim a level if your teaching and assessment

cover the full capability described at that level, not just a taster of it.

Designed for UAIL Levels [X–Y]. By the

end, learners should be able to work

independently at UAIL Level [Z].

Standard wording. Replace X, Y and Z with your course’s own levels.

NONE OPTIONAL REQUIRED

State whichever applies, plainly, alongside the entry and outcome levels.
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W O R K E D  E X A M P L E S

Five real course labels.

The same method, applied to five different courses. Note where the fifth

crosses the code line.

COURSE TITLE ENTRY OUTCOME CODING

Introduction to ChatGPT 0 1

Creating AI Content for Work 1 2

Building Reliable AI Workflows 3 4

No-Code AI Application Building 4 5

Building AI Applications with Code 5 6 7 Required

None

None

None

None

–
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C O P Y  T H I S  T E M P L AT E

Course label template.

Course creators may use this framework, and the wording below, freely. No

permission required.

C O U R S E  T I T L E

R E C O M M E N D E D  E N T R Y  L E V E L

I N T E N D E D  O U TC O M E  L E V E L

C O D I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T

L E A R N E R S  S H O U L D  A L R E A DY  B E  A B L E  TO

S U C C E S S F U L  L E A R N E R S  S H O U L D  B E  A B L E  TO

A S S E S S M E N T  M E T H O D

VERSION  UAIL V1.0 PUBLISHED  AUGUST 2026 SOURCE  INKIE

Full framework: inkie.ink/universal-ai-level
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